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OWEN NYLANDER 
Petition 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [3.24 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Owen Nylander and his family. 
Owen is a young man, aged 19, who has Cerebral Palsy leading to spastic quadriplegia, epilepsy, severe 
scoliosis, a vision impairment and profound intellectual disability.  He lives at home with his parents 
Ken and Carol, his sister Lisa aged 22 and Dean, his brother aged 15, in the suburb of Mt Lawley. 

That is in my electorate.  The petition continues - 
Owen has very high support needs.  He is unable to speak and requires total assistance with feeding, 
dressing, bathing, toileting, and attending to all personal, hygiene and medical needs.  He requires 
ongoing medication for epilepsy and needs to be monitored closely to ensure that a seizure is not 
imminent.  He has had several operations on his legs and hip, and is due to have a spinal fusion soon to 
try and slow down a severe scoliosis which, left unattended, will cause major problems in other areas of 
his body. 
Now that he has left school, Owen attends the “Opportunities” programme run by the Cerebral Palsy 
Association, where he is provided with assistance to participate in activities such as music, cooking, 
wheelchair ten pin bowling and sensory therapy.  On the day that Owen does not attend “Opportunities” 
he and his mother both stay at home and do not receive any outside assistance or support. 
On weekends Owen is at home.  The family pays for respite care on alternate weekends if possible.  
Finding respite care now that Owen is an adult is proving very difficult.  Sitter services and volunteers 
are no longer willing to come to the home to provide short respite breaks because they are not trained in 
manual lifting, or medications if required.  It is not possible to get respite care over the Xmas or New 
Year period.  Any holiday respite (5 or 6 days) is just about impossible.  Once they could ask Owen’s 
grandparents, but being in their 80s they find the amount of care that he needs has gone beyond their 
capabilities.  The family are reluctant to put the responsibility on their other children, but sometimes it 
is unavoidable.  Owen’s 15 year old brother Dean is often relied upon to assist with any short respite 
needs, such as to enable their mother to run out to the shops and to attend medical or dental 
appointments. 
The intensity of care Owen requires 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, is putting tremendous stress on the 
family.  As his parents are getting older they are finding it increasingly difficult to care for him.  They 
have been struggling for many years to meet his large and increasing demands on their time and energy.  
They have applied unsuccessfully to the Disability Services Commission for desperately needed 
assistance over the last two years.  They have been advised that although their case was deemed to be 
urgent, it was not critical and thus they could not receive the assistance they sought. 
Initially the family applied for funding to help them care for Owen at home but they have now reached 
the stage where they need supported accommodation for Owen.  Ken and Carol love Owen dearly and 
have agonised over this decision for a long time.  They have realised that they need to look at their 
family’s future.  They want to be able to support Owen’s transition from the parental home to his own 
supported home while they still have their health and energy.  They feel that Owen needs to be around 
his own age group.  They don’t want his care to be placed on the shoulders of his brother or sister, 
should anything happen to them.  Finally, they need to look at their own future. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to:   

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need.   

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need.   

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day. 
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The petition bears three signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House. 

[See petition No 91.] 
 


